Eléctric guitar seduced Cuban away from classical studies

_ADVANCED MIX OF JAZZ AND BLUES

Elmer Ferrer plays Friday at Mont Tremblant
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oTTawa = Thity or 40 years ago,
a rock musician with dyed blond
hair and & couple of sllver hoop
earvings would have been
viewed with great suspleion in
Cuba

Back then, long hair was con-
sidered antlsocial, and Knglish-
lanpuape music countarevolu-
tonary But things are different
now, There's a statue of John
Lannon in a Havana park, and
bleached-blond  blues-rocker
Elmer Ferrer is Cuba's best-
known electrie puitacist.

The Elner Fervey Band Licked
off its current Canadian tour
lagt week with a show at the
Black Sheep Inn in Wakefield,
Giuwe, Owner Paul Symes said tha
show sold out, and the crowd

wis Loft wanting more.

Ferrer performed last week-
and at Ottawa's Blues Past, and
Wikl be giving a froes show at the
Tremblatt International Blues
Fuostival on Friday He also has
dates lined up in Toronto, and
London, Ont., and hopes to add
trore i Avgnist,

“His music 1s 50 far advanced -
amix of Cuben jarz with electric
blues," Syimes said. "When you
put those two things togethe; it
was 30 ridieulously fast and
beantifully plaved ... 18 was al-
moet unbaliovable,”

Symes sald he booked the
band without even hearing Far-
rer's CDs. "Ho was highly recom-
mended, and [ am really dis-
posed to anything Cuban. ...
Along with Brazll, Iraland, Sene-
gal and Jamaica, it has sucha
depth of musical culture, .

1 hire about 500 bards a year, and

{hiks o was in the top five,”
Ferrer's band will be based for

the summer in (Mtawa, a city

with which it has a spacial vela- -

tionship, Local producer Bill
Johnston put togecher the band's
first CI, Fango Dance, after sae.
ing Ferver perfortn in Havana in
2004, And one of its four metmns
bers is Ottawa voralist Anders
Drerup. In addifion to playing
backuy guitar, Drerup sings in
English, the idea being to give
the band a mere Morth Ametd-
can bilues feel. But like just about
any blues musician, Ferrer
dreams of performing in the
1S, something e savs ks virtu-
ally irmpossihla these days.

"Some  years ago Cuban
Broups, musicians used 1o go o
15 A, and play, but now it isal.
mest impossible, Just one or two
more famous groups can get a
1.8, visa,” Ferrer said botwesn
sips of Cuban espresso,

T play blues rock, Lplay jazz
too, and my idols of this music
are almost all Amerfeans - Pat

IMetheny, John Scofield, B.B.
Hing and Stevie Ruy Vaughn.
For e it would be a dream to o
and see this country that hag gl
tak in the blood and 1n the aic”

Ferrer began studying classi-
cal muitar at age 12 ut 3 music
gehiool in his hestietown of Sanc-
tus Splritis, At 16 he enolled at
Havana's Natlonhal School of
Arte to continue classical stud-
ies, Soon alterwards, he saw the
film Crossroads, about a clussi-
cal gulrarist who wants o be-
come a blues mnsician,

“Tsaw the electrle multar play-
ar in the movle, and I enjoyed it

far too much, and it made me

switeh to electric and popular
fruttan” Feprer sadd,

He began studying eleciric
#uitar ofy his own during his
Spare time becanss 1t wasn't yet
tanght in any Havana music
school. Thesedays, in addition to
his own band, Ferver collabe-
rates with other young Cuban
stors Like Yusa, Roberto Fonseca,
and Maraea, and he teaches, He
was also part of Interactive, the

group Whoso CD Goza Popillo
won the 206 grand prize at
Cubadiseo, Cuba's verslot of the
Junae. Strong govarnment sup-
port for the arts in Cuba means
the 32-year-old has been abla to
study and work Dull-time as a
uslodan,

""The only thing I do is play [
have time to do ty own musle,
Flaying with other musicians is
something [ love to do because
you can refresh and vou can

- change. Sometimes you are play-

ing vock 'n’ roll, sometimes on a
pop CD, then you refresh and
then play ona salsa CD™

Still, musicians are paid
Cuban salaries of about §20 a
month (and their basic food {5
subsidized), 80 performance feag
and CD sales overseas can be a
big boost to artists - even thowgh
the Cuban government takes a
cutef concart ticlet sales,

Elrnar Ferrar I:Ia-,.-s a free show
at the Tremblant International

on the Yolkswagen Stage,

for the summar.
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Blues Festival Friday at 7 p.m,  Elmer Farrer is based in Ottawa



